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SELECTMEN, 


SCHOOL   COMMITTEE, 


TO     THE     INHABITANTS     OF     THE 
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We  have  given  orders  on  the  Town  Treasury  for  the  following 
expenses  : 
1st.  Schooling, 
2d.  Extra  highway  work, 
Sd.   Services  of  town  officers, 
4th.  Interest  on  town  debts, 
5th.  Support  of  Poor, 
6th.  Miscellaneous  Expenses, 

1st,  Schooling :-  » 

Center  District, 
"West  " 

South 

Federal  Street  District, 
Grout's  Corner       " 
.  North- West  " 

Millers  River  '^ 

Dry  Hill 

Chestnut  Hill         '' 
Lafayette  " 

City 
Falls 

$1797  86 


$1797  86 

1948  63 

401  35 

■  735  69 

500  00 

417  32 

$5800  85 

353  00 

128  66 

71  00 

246  50 

276  55 

100  66 

68  66 

84  66 

72  66 

47  00 

332  19 

16  32 

rri 


C.  p.  Wright  in  account  with  the  town  of  Montague,              Dr« 

To  Cash  on  hand  Feb.  23,  1866, 

$8T  31 

Received  of  R.  Brown  balance  of  District  TaXj 

3  55 

"         from  State  School  Fund, 

130  80 

"             "         "     Corporation  Tax, 

97  91 

«           ."         "     for  State  Aid, 

950  00 

"         for  Rent  of  Lecture  Room, 

30  00 

"          "  use  of  Town  Hall, 

11  16 

"           "  Interest  on  Town  School  Fund, 

163  50 

"  Tolls  at  Falls  Ferry, 

58  50 

Amount  of  Tax  Bill, 

7430  30 

Borrowed  of  C.  B,  Aiken, 

100  00 

"          "   E.  L.  Delano, 

500  00 

"    R.  J.  Rowe, 

100  00 

"           "    Mrs,  Mary  Rich, 

500  00 

$10163  03 

Cr. 

By  paying  State  Tax,                              ^ 

$3100  00 

"        "       County  Tax, 

557  99 

"        "        State  Aid  from  Jan.  1,  1866,  to  Mar. 

1,  1867,  1583  00 

"        "        Selectmen's  Orders, 
"  Cash  on  hand  Feb.  16,  1867, 


131  19 


110163  03 
C.  P.   WRIGHT,  Treasurer. 


2d.  Extra  Highway  work  : 

S.  C.  Wells,  for  work  in  1865, 

Isaac  Snell,  "  " 

A.  H.  Sawin,        "  " 

E.  S.  Bissell, 

James  Moore,       "  " 

Peter  Spaulding,  *'  " 

Alonzo  Payne,      "  '' 

Daniel  Cronin,  for  work  and  stone  in  1865, 

Joseph  Eipley,  for  work, 

A.  H.  Sawin  and  others,  for  work, 

Henry  Hudson,  for  Avork, 

E.  E.  Scott,  for  work  and  timber, 

Peter  Spaulding,  for  work, 

P.  H.  Nims  and  others,  for  work, 

P.  N.  Oakman  and  others,  for  work,  plank  and  spikes, 

H.  W.  Powe,  for  work  and  timber, 

John  Hannegan,       " 

Benjamin  Fay,  " 

Elijah  Gunn  3  00,  H.  H.  Shepard  131, 

Pichard  Clapp  16  00,  Sanford  Goddard  18  00, 

H.  F.  Poot  4  00,  J.  H.  Morse  6  50, 

E.  D.  Ingraham  6  50,  D.  H.  Ripley  2  00, 

James  Moore,  for  timber, 

J.  M.  Shepard,  for  work. 

Town  Farm  " 

C.  &  H.  C.  Lawrence,  for  plank, 

J.  P.  Waters  and  others,  for  work, 

P.  N.  Oakman  and  others,  for  repairing  road  at  Grout's 

Corner  Bridge, 
Thayer  &;_^Shaw,  for  building  new  road. 


10  00 

10  00 

3  00 

7  00 

15  00 

23  86 

1  50 

16  96 

18  50 

62  64 

28  75 

15  75 

15  33 

'  32  36 

15  00 

22  56 

10  00 

22  00 

4  31 

34  00 

10  50 

8  50 

5  00 

4  82 

8  00 

17  29 

101  00 

225  00 

1200  00 

$1948  63 


3d.  Services  of  Town  Officers  : 

C.  P.  Wright,  Treasurer, 

"  "        Town  Clerk, 

K.  N.  Oakman,  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

"  "  Assessor, 

"  ''  Superintending  School  Committee, 

Amos  Adams,  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

"  "       Assessor, 

J.  H.  Root,  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

"        "      Assessor, 
Seymour  Rockwell,  Superintending  School  Committee, 
E.  A.  Deane,  "  'f  *' 

A.  Rugg's  Estate,  Collector^ 
R.  N.  Oakman,  Collector, 
P.  Spaulding,  Committee, 
S.  C.  Wells, 


4th.   Interest  on  Town  Debts 


Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward,  Town  House  debt, 
Thaxter  Shaw,  "  "  " 

Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward,  bounty  debt, 
J.  H.  Root,  "  " 

Thaxter  Shaw,         "  " 

Elijah  Bardwell,  Town  Farm  debt, 
E.  L.  Delano,         "         "         " 
School  Fund,  "  "  " 

E.  L.  Delano,  State  Aid  " 

Peter  Spaulding,  "  "  " 

Mrs.  A.  Mathews,  "'  " 

R.  N.  Oakman,  "  " 

Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward,       "  'i 

Thaxter  Shaw,  Road  debt. 
Temporary    Interest, 


25  00 

23  60 

60  00 

SO  00 

15  00 

19  75 

25  00 

60  00 

SO  00 

20  00 

20  00 

M50 

34  50 

2  00 

2  00 

$401  35 


67  52 

65  29 

29  20 

29  20 

117  57 

75  25 

54  87 

163  50 

28  75 

12  00 

6  00 

12  25 

21  90 

19  57 

32  82 

$735  69 


5th.     Support  of  Poor  : 
Paid  in  Town  Orders,  by  vote  of  town,  500  00 

6th.     Miscelhxneous  Expenses  : 
'Skiff  and  Ferry  Boat  at  Falls, 
Running  Town  Line, 
Hice's  Ferry  for  two  years. 
Abatement  of  Taxes, 
M.  S.  Fellows,  damage  on  highway, 
Joseph  Clapp  for  driving  horses,  and  repairs, 
S.  S.  Eastman  &  Co.  for  printing  and  advertising, 
A.  Rugg  by  vote  of  the  town, 
Expeiises  of  Town  Clerk's  Office, 
H.  N.  Oakman  expenses  in  Hartson  and  Bridge  case. 
Blank  Books  and  Blanks, 
Postage  Stamps  and  Stationery, 
Legal  advicf,  1864, 

CURRENT  INDEBTEDNESS, 

State  Aid  Notes  of  1865, 

Borrowed  as  per  Treasurer's  account,  1866, 


156  00 

■  5  50 

33  37 

45  59 

30  00 

'35  00 

58  50 

5  00 

13  14 

10  00 

5  14 

.'15  08 

5  00 

$417  32 

1018  00 

1200  00 

$2218  00 
Due  from  State  for  State  Aid,  1650  00 


Due  South  School  District, 
"     Federal  Street  " 

"     Grout's  Corner       " 
"     North  West  " 

"     Lafayette  " 

RESOURCES.     - 

Due  for  use  of  Town  Hall,    • 

Cash  in  Treasury, 

School  Books  and  Cash  rec'd  for  same. 

Deficiency,  $364  23 


' 

1  66 

31  68 

3  37 

3  05 

1  66 

$609  42 

24 

00 

121 

19 

100 

00- 

-$245  19 

ESTIMATED  NECESSARY  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1867. 


Schooling, 

1500  00 

Town  debts, 

1000  00 

Interest, 

700  00 

Extra  highway, 

200  00 

Contingencies, 

500  00 

Deficiencies, 

400  00 

Support  of  poor. 

500  00 

$4800  00 

LIQUOR  AGENCY. 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  15,  1867, 

79  05 

Liquors,  &c.,     "                " 

95  71 

$174  76 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  17,  1866, 

70  52 

Liquors,  &c.,          "            " 

78  60 

Profits, 

25  64 

$174  76 

TOWN  FARM. 

Cash  Account. 

Dk. 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  22,  1866, 

73  55 

Received  from  Town  Treasury, 

500  00 

'*           "      State  for  support  of  N.  Hartson, 

309  35 

''           'I      Estate  of  Louisa  S.  Stevens, 

298  73 

'^         Tobacco  crop  of  1865, 

55  4Q 

''         Pasturing?  and  wintering  stock. 

61  78 

'         Hay  sold, 

51  10 

*         Work  on  highway. 

44  00 

'         Corn  and  fodder, 

10  40 

'        Figs, 

8  00 

'         Butter  and  Eggs, 

26  71 

Borrowed  of  E.  L.  Delano, 

200  00 

F.  D.  Williams, 

100  00 

$1739  02 


Cii. 

Paid  H.  Sherman  balance  of  salary,  25  00 

L.  Briggs  for  Impair  of  cattlC;,  ^T5  GO 

J.  Marsh  for  hay,  50  00 

Two  Cows,  100  00 

Pigs,  n  50 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine,  45  47 

Insurance,  4  00 

Blacksmith's  bills,  28  93 

Repairs,  15  27 

Fertilizers,  13  07 

Farming  tools,  14  09 

House  furniture,  ^3  58 

Grain  and  meal,  •  98  75 

Groceries  and  provisions,  182  14 

Funeral  expenses,  34  25 

Paid  for  clothing,  6167 

Support  of  poor  out  of  almshouse^  388  91 

Sundries,  11  42 

Interest,  6  15 

Moving  paupers,  13  00 

Packing  and  moving  tobacco,  7  00 

Grass,  garden  and  other  seeds,  7  00 

A.  Lyman,  for  work,  (old  bill)         "  4  00 

Dwight  Smith,  salary,  275  00 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  18,  1867,  *         37  82 

$1739  02 
INVENTOEY  . 
Of  the  Town  Farm  property,  Feb.  14,  1867. 

Real  Estate,  4200  00 

Live  stock,  1  horse,  150  00 

1  pair  oxen,  275  00 

4  cows,  185  00 

2  calves,  20  00 

5  swine,  60  00 

30  hens,  10  00—1700  00 


Produce  and  provisions,  G^  tons  hay. 
%  tons  rye  strav/. 
Oat  straw  and  corn  fodder, 
30  bushels  corn, 
15        "        oats, 
100     "        potatoes, 
2  "        beans, 

450  lbs.  pork  and  hams, 
80      "    lard, 
2  bbls.  cider. 
Tobacco  crop  of  1866, 
"  "         1865, 

House  furniture. 
Farming  tools. 
Cash  on  hand. 


130  00 

20  00 

5  00 
40  00 
12  00 
50  00 

6  00 
67  00 
10  00 
10  00 

100  00 

300  00— $750  00' 

285  00 

435  00 

37  82 


$6407  82 

$6746  64 
6407  82 

1338  82 
300  00 
500  00 
293  62 

M432  44 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Total  Inventory,  Feb.  14,  1886,  was 
"         "  1867,  is 

Deficiency, 
Borrowed  for  the  Farm, 

Paid  from  the  Town  Treasury  for  support  of  Poor, 
"  "  "  "  interest  on  Farm  Debt^ 

Apparent  cost  of  supporting  Poor, 

This  large  cost  should  not  be  charged  entirely  to  the  new  farm.  The  tobac- 
co crop  of  1865,  was  inventoried  at  $900.  We' sold  the  fillers  for  $55.40,  ex- 
pending $7.00  in  packing,  carting,  &c.,  leaving  $48.60.  We  have  invento- 
ried the  remainder  at  $300,  and  if  sold  at  that  price  we  shall  realize  but 
$348.60  of  the  $900,  making  a  loss  of  $551. 40,  which  taken  from  the  apparent 
cost  $1432.44,  will  make  the  real  cost  $881.04.  If  we  deduct  the  extraordinary 
loss  on  the  tobacco,  we  should  add  the  extraordinary  gain  from  Mrs,  Stevens' 
estate,  which  has  been  appropriated  for  the  support  of  her  father  who  has  been 
for  several  years  an  inmate  of  oui-  almshouse.  The  amount  thus  received 
was  $298.73,  which  will  make  $1179.77  a  fair  representation  of  the  cost  of  sup- 
porting the  poor,  so  far  as  the  farm  is  concerned.  From  this  take  what  has 
been  paid  for  poor  out  of  the  almshouse,  $388.91,  and  for  funeral  charges, 
$34.25,  it  will  leave  $756.61  as  the  cost  of  boarding,  clothing,  nursing,  and 
doctoring  the  inmates  of  the  almshouse.  The  almshouse  has  provided  620 
weeks'  board,  which  will  make  the  weekly  cost  $1.45.  The  usual  amount  paid 
out  of  the  almshouse  has  been  as  follows  :  Norman  Potter  and  family,  $70.08, 
.Boadicea  Stowel,  $52.03,  Benj.  Tilden,  79.61,  Francis  Fowler,  99.44,  Elilm 
C'lapp,  $05.00,  traveling  vagabonds,  $14.75,  all  others,  $8.00. 
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Wi'  have  succeeded,  after  a  pvovokinf^  aTid  vexatiou.s  delay,  in  obtaining 
fi'om  the  State  Treasury  our  just  dues  I'or  tlie  support  of  JSTathaii  Hartsori. 
The  General  Agent  of  the  Board  of  State  Cliarities  pocketed  our  bills  year 
aftiu'  year,  protesting  against  it  being  considered  his  duty  to  make  any  ex- 
planation, or  extendnig  any  acts  of  courtesy,  as  he  termed  it,  to  mere  town 
oliicers  ;  occupying  his  very  precious  time,  for  which  he  is  amply  paid  by  the 
State,  in  writing  insulting  letters  to  the  Selectmen,  rather  than  attending  to 
the  diities  of  his  oftice,  and  assisting  in  the  passage  of  our  bills.  After  mak- 
ing two  journeys  to  his  oiiice  in  Boston  —  through  the  kindly  assistance  of  the 
gentlemanly  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  department  —  our  bills  for  three  years  have 
been  made  to  pass  out  of  his  keeping,  and  have  been  promptly  paid  by  the 
Treasurer.  We  are  happy  to  add  our  appreciation  of  the  kindness,  courtesy 
and  forbearance  with  which  we  always  have  been  treated  by  Mr.  Sanborn,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board. 

Through  the  combined  wisdom  ancT  power  of  the  engineer  of  the  New  Lon- 
don Northern  Railroad  Company  and  our  County  Commissioners,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  build  a  new  road  on  Stoddard's  Hill  at  a  cost  of  $1200.00. 
The  location  of  the  depot  on  the  hill-is  one  of  the  wonders  that  common  minds 
cannot  ajjpreciate.  It  is  certainly  against  the  interest  of  nearly  all  our  citi- 
zens, who  are  to  be  taxed  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  road.  We  were  induced  to 
witlidraw  our  opposition  to  the  location  of  the  road,  with  the  encouragement 
that  the  County  would  pay  at  least  one  moiety  of  the  expense.  Our  expecta- 
tion has  not  as  yet  been  realized.  Our  expenditures  for  highways  throughout 
the  town  have  been  unprecedently  large,  as  may  be  seen  by  our  report  of  ex- 
tra highway  work,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  nearly  two  thousand  dollars. 

SCHEDULE  OF  PROPERTY  OWNED  BY  THE  TOWN. 

Town  Farm, 

"        "       personal  property, 
Town  House, 
1  Safe, 

Liquor  and  Cash  in  hands  of  Agent, 
School  Books  and  Cash  in  hands  of  A^ 
Due  from  State  for  State  Aid, 
Cash  in  Treasury, 


Lia,bllities  of  the- town,  March  1,  1S67 
Notes  given  J.  S.  Ward, 
"         "      Peter  Spaulding, 
"         "      E.  L.  Delano, 
"         "      Thaxter  Shaw, 
"         "      Adaline  Mathews, 
"  "      Elijah   Bardwell, 

"      F.  D.  Williams, 
"         "      R.  J.  Rowe, 
"      J.  H.  Root, 
"      Mary  H.  Rich,. 
Due  for  Schooling, 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  town-. 


4200  00 

.     2207  82 

5000  00 

100  00 

174  76 

It, 

100  00 

1650  00 

121  19 

$13553  77 

1625  00 

500  00 

1893  00 

8100  00 

100  00 

1200  00 

100  00 

100  00 

400  00 

500  00 

4142- 

-$9549  42 

$4004  35 

R.  N.   OAKMAN,  )  Selectmen  and 

AMOS  ADAMS,     >  Over. 

seers  of  Oie 

3.11.  ROOT,          S 

Poor. 

mmmmwi'^  mmp© 


CENTER  DISTRICT. 

First  DErARTMENT — Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Maria  A. 
Clapp  of  Montague. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Wheeler  of  Halifax,  Vt, 

Second  Department  —  Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Miss  Kate 
Field  of  Northfield. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Wheeler. 

Miss  Clapp  succeeded  well  in  the  school.  It  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  every  one  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  one  teacher 
for  two  or  three  years  in  succession.  Perfection  is  not  possessed 
by  mortals.  The  school  always  appeared  well,  and  the  closing  ex- 
amination was  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Primary  Department,  being  composed  of  a  large  number  of 
small  scholars,  requires  a  teacher  possessing  peculiar  qualifications 
to  manage  it  successfully.  Our  expectations  were  hardly  realized 
in  the  progress  and  results  of  this  term  of  school. 

Mr.  Wheeler  has  had  much  experience  in  teaching,  —  is  a  good 
disciplinarian  and  a  thorough  teacher.  His  school  always  appear- 
ed well  when  visited  by  the  Committee.  The  scholars  appeared 
interested  in  their  studies  and  ambitious  to  learn.  The  teacher  la- 
bored diligently  and  faithfully  for  the  advancement  of  hi&  pupils. 
The  closing  examination  was  very  good. 

We  should  have  been  satisfied  \ni\i  Mrs.  Wheeler's  school  if 
there  had  been  better  order,  and  the  school  more  quiet  and  still ; 
yet,  notwithstanding,  the  scholars  learned  very  fast  and  made  much 
advancement  during  the  term.  We  would  by  no  means  advocate 
severity  and  harshness  toward  little  children,  neither  would  we 
have  little  ones  suffer  from  excessive  indulgence  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  teacher. 
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CHESTNUT  HILL  DISTRICT. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Miss  Flora  F.  Wheel- 
er of  Orange. 

This  was  Miss  Wheeler's  first  effort  in  teaching.  She  seemed 
to  be  well  qualified,  and  entered  upon  her  duties  with  much  zeal 
and  energy.  Her  school  was  orderly  and  quiet.  She  had  a  good 
faculty  to  impart  instruction,  and  her  scholars  made  very  good 
progress  in  their  studies.  The  district,  appreciating  a  good  and 
faithful  teacher,  retained  her  (wisely  we  think)  for  the  winter 
school.     The  examination  at  the  close  was  quite  satisfactory. 

FEDERAL  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Summer,  Fall,  and  Winter  Terms.  —  Teacher,  Miss  E.  M. 
Porter  of  New  Salem. 

Miss  Porter  had  had  much  experience  in  teaching,  and  entered 
the  school  with  favorable  auspices.  The  Summer  school  was  quite 
successful,  and  quite  satisfactory  to  the  district.  The  examination 
passed  off  very  well. 

During  the  Fall  term  some  dissatisfaction  began  to  be  manifest, 
whether  from  any  real  cause  or  not  we  are  unable  to  say ;  howev- 
er, it  operated  unfavorably  upon  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  she  did  not  leave  at  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term.  The  dissatisfaction  increased  with  the  opening  of  the  Win- 
ter school  until  it  became  quite  general.  The  effect  upon  the 
school  was  most  deleterious.  The  scholars  lost  their  interest  in 
their  books,  and  devoted  much  of  their  time  to  play.  The  teach- 
er in  endeavoring  to  keep  order,  failed.  There  was  almost  con- 
stant strife  and  warfare  between  scholars  and  teacher.  The  school- 
room was  often  the  scene  of  turmoil  and  confusion.  Nor  was  the 
disorderly  conduct  of  the  scholars  confined  to  the  school-room. 
Strangers  and  travelers  passing  were  often  annoyed  by  the  profan- 
ity and  boisterous  conduct  of  some  of  the  scholars  in  the  street. 
Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  that  some  took  their  children  from 
school,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  close  the  school  prematurely. 

The  foregoing  visited  and  reported  by 

E.  A.  DEANE,  Com. 
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CITY  DISTRICT. 

Summer  and  Fall  Term.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Eunice  A.  Merriam 
of  Northfield. 

Winter  Term.  —  Teacher,  Mr.  J.  F.  Griswold  of  Greenfield. 

Of  this  school  we  are  able  to  make  a  more  favorable  report  than 
for  many  years  past.  With  a  school-room  enlarged  and  refurnish- 
ed, and  with  teachers  among  the  very  best  both  summer  and  win- 
ter, it  was  all  that  could  have  been  expected,  if  not  all  that  was 
desirable.  There  is  a  lack  of  application  or  apprehension  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  scholars  in  this  school  which  we  hope  to  see 
removed  by  the  continued  employment  of  first-class  teachers.  Mr. 
Griswold  is  entitled  to  much  praise  for  his  thoi'ough  drilling  of  all 
his  classes  in  reading,  and  for  the  manifest  improvement  in  this 
most  neglected  and  most  important  branch  of  common  school  edu- 
cation. We  wish  tbat  all  our  children  were  made  better  readers 
before  being  allowed  to  engage  in  other  and,  to  both  teacher  and 
scholar,  more  engrossing  and  interesting  studies.  There  were 
some  forty  visits  of  the  parents  recorded,  which  denotes  an  in- 
creasing interest  in  the  right  quarter. 

MILLERS  RIVER  DISTRICT. 

Teacher,  Miss  Emma  J.  Fay  of  Montague. 

This  is  a  small  school,  and  we  think  Miss  Fay's  first  eff'ort  at 
teaching  very  satisfactory  to  the  Committee,  and  doubtless  to  the 
district. 

GROUT'S  CORNER  DISTRICT. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Arnold 
of  MontacTue. 

The  Summer  school,  in  our  judgment,  was  well  taught.  There 
is  largely  a  rough  element  in  this  district,  which  requires  a  good 
deal  of  pounding  and  polishing  and  peculiar  patience  and  perseve- 
rance to  bring  its  agreeable  and  praiseworthy  side  to  the  surface. 

Of  the  winter  school  we  cannot  speak  with  confidence,  as  we 
were  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  closing  examination  ;  but  our 
judgment  is  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  continue  the  employment  of 
lemale  teachers  in  schools  of  this  class,  except  in  rare  instances, 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years  without  the  interposition  of  the 
sterner  sex,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  found  advisable  in  this  school 
to  employ  a  male  teacher  for  a  term  or  two. 
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LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Salome  S.  Ripley. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Grace  E.  HalL 

One  of  our  small  schools,  well  taught. 

The  foregoing  visited  and  reported  by 

R.  N.  OAKMAN,  Com. 
NORTH  WEST  DISTRICT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Mfss  Susie  G.  Rowe  of  Montague. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Mr.  Edgar  A.  Taft  of  Montague. 

It  was  not  wholly  unexpected  on  the  part  of  the  Committee, 
that  some  who  should  have  been  sent  to  school  were  kept  at  home, 
and  some  who  were  sent  were  taken  out.  That  is  an  inevitable 
symptom  of  an  old  chronic  disease  there.  Miss  Rowe  performed 
her  part  of  the  duty  toward  the  school  with  fidelity,  though  not  to 
the  entire  acceptance  of  all  the  district.  There  is  no  district  in 
town  to  which  the  old  proverb,  "  What  is  one  man's  meat  is  an- 
other man's  poison,"  is  more  applicable. 

The  discipline  of  the  Winter  school  was  easy,  and  the  order  fe- 
licitous. Some  of  our  fears,  however,  concerning  the  instruction 
were  unpleasantly  confirmed.  A  teacher  cannot  impart  knowledge 
through  the  mediums  of  Arithmetic  and  Grammar  without  a  pret- 
ty thorough  knowledge  of  them  himself.  It  takes  but  little  to 
shake  the  confidence  of  the  school  in  the  ability  of  a  teacher. 
The  school  had  fewer  faults  than  many ;  yet  it  was  too  monoto- 
nous, too  tame,  too  pulseless. 

SOUTH  DISTRICT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Abbie  A.  Smith  of  Montague. 

Winter  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Susie  G.  Rowe  of  Montague. 

It  is  enough  to  say  of  the  Summer  school  that  it  was  a  success. 
We  could  expect  little  less  of  a  teacher  with  her  sincere  motives 
and  superior  education. 

Miss  Rowe  is  young,  and  consequently  inexperienced.     She  also 

may  be  classed   amons^  our  best  scholars.      Owing  to  conflictinsr 
...  ...  ^ 

opinions  in  regard  to  maintaining  order,  the  school  lost  something 

for  want  of  toleration  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  parents. 
The  school  seemed  to  want  a  little  more  point  and  edge  when  vis- 
ited by  the  Committee. 
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DRY  HILL  DISTRICT. 

Summer  Term. —  Teacher,  Miss  Emma  Merchants  of  Wendell. 

Winter  Term. —  Teacher,  Miss  Julia  E.  Dyke  of  Montague. 

The  order  and  system  of  the  Summer  school  was  good.  But 
Arithmetic  suffered,  and  Grammar,  —  well,  there  should  be  a  new 
christening  of  Parts  of  Speech,  and  an  entire  change  in  the  laws 
of  Syntax,  to  apply  to  what  wa?  taught  there.  Yet  it  is  hardly 
fair  to  tell  the  whole  truth  in  this  and  a  few  other  cases,  for  if  the 
Committee  had  done  their  whole  duty  the  teachers  would  not  have 
been  the  victims  of  outspoken  truth. 

Miss  Dyke  bore  a  splendid  examination,  but  did  not  fully  meet 
our  high  expectations  ;  though  it  was  on  the  whole  quite  a  suc- 
cessful school.  No  tardy  marks  on  the  register,  —  whole  number 
of  scholars,  eight ;  average  attendance,  seven  and  three-eighths. 

WEST  DISTRICT. 

Summer  Term. — Teacher,  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Ingraham  of  Leverett. 

Winter  Term.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Eunice  A.  Merriam  of  North- 
field. 

A  man  might  deem  it  a  privilege  to  be  a  Superintending  Commit- 
tee if  he  had  all  such  schools  as  were  taught  in  the  West  District 
the  past  year  to  attend.  There  was  something  animating  and  in- 
spiring about  them  ;  one  visiting  there  would  feel  that  as  he  was 
entertained,  so  the  school  was  exhilerated  and  stimulated  to  action 
by  the  hearty  life  and  graceful,  easy  manner  of  the  teachers. 

The  foregoing  visited  and  reported  by  S.  ROCKWELL. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

Science,  Art,  Machinery,  Literature  have  made  some  marvelous 
and  magnificent  strides  within  the  last  twenty  years.  Everything 
that  has  maintained  a  prominence  and  influence  has  kept  pace  with 
steam  and  lisrhtninof. 

Can  we  say  this  of  our  Common  Schools  ?  Or  have  they  only 
progressed  with  the  ancient  gait  of  the  lumbering  stage-coach  of 
our  almost  forgotten  age  ?  If,  as  we  fear,  they  are  little  if  any  bet- 
ter than  twenty  years  ago,  how  soon  must  they  cease  to  be  a  lead- 
ing motive  power  of  society  ! 
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Now  we  believe  the  fundamental  fault  with  our  schools  to  bo 
that  the  system  has  not  changed  with  the  times, — that  we  have  not 
as  inhabitants  of  the  town,  subjected  the  system  to  modern  plans — 
that  we  have  not  uprooted  "  barren  fig  trees,"  that  ws  adhere  to 
old  customs  too  tenaciously,  and  are  too  ignorant,  or  jealous  of  our 
new  forms  and  discoveries.  If  the  system  is  old-fogyish,  errone- 
ous, unfruitful,  citizens  of  the  town  are  culpable. 

If  it  is  conceded  that  the  system  is  not  what  it  should  be,  and 
for  the  past  year  our  schools  have  not  been  all  they  should  have 
been  under  the  erroneous  system,  parents  and  the  Superintending 
Committee  are  to  be  arraigned  to  answer  for  a  great  part  of  the  sin. 

Parents  have  tolerated  a  delinquency  on  the  part  of  their  chil- 
dren that  has  disfigured  the  registers  with  countless  disgraceful 
tardy  and  absent  marks  ;  they  have  condemned  teachers  with  the 
hearing  of  one  side  of  the  case  only  ;  they  have  persisted  in  their 
old  sin  of  neglect  about  as  usual.  Farmers  who  will  climb  the 
most  precipitous  hill,  leap  the  most  perilous  chasms,  of  an  oppres- 
sive summer  day,  to  see  their  cattle  "  off  to  pasture,"  to  know  how 
they  are  putting  on  muscle  and  filling  with  fat,  and  fitting  for  mar  - 
ket,  send  their  boys  and  girls  to  schools  where  bones  lose  their 
symmetry,  and  muscles  are  distorted  by  impro*per  seats  and  neg- 
lected position,  and  their  brains  turned  topsy-turvy  by  misdirected 
efforts; — seldom  practically  inquire  what  kind  of  a  market  they 
are  fitting  for,  nor  what  price  they  will  bring. 

The  Committee  has  approbated  some  teachers  dolefully  incom- 
petent, with  an  old  delusive  apology  (sometimes)  that  such  a  teach- 
er can  teach  any  scholar  that  will  go  to  that  school ;  (as  though  a 
blank  and  empty  candidate  did  not  show  by  his  ignorance  that  ei- 
ther he  lacked  natural  intellectual  capacity,  or  that  he  had  direct- 
ed his  attention  and  interest  to  other  matters  besides  education, 
and  to  other  places  than  the  school-room. 

In  some  of  the  cases  the  Committee  may  with  more  truth  than 
poetry  confess  to  cowardice  in  approbating  such  teachers.  Though 
it  is  unquestionably  a  fact  that  no  other  petty  office  in  the  gift  of  a 
town,  when  faithfully  fulfilled,  Avill  reward  a  man  with  so  many 
enemies,  yet  personal  interest  should  be  subordinate  to  the  interest 
of  the  school,  and  the  delicate  sensibilities  of  an  unqualified  can- 
didate who  has  the  presumption  to  appear  for  examination,  should 
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not  alone  be  rewarded  with  a  certificate.  The  tender  hearts  of 
the  candidate's  loving  parents  should  hardly  determine  his  accept- 
ance or  rejection. 

One  vcjy  prominent  error  in  our  school  system,  for  which  citi- 
zens, parents  and  committees  are  responsible,  is  that  we  pay  our 
teachers  too  sparingly.  We  may  pay  enough  for  such  as  the 
market  affords  at  the  prices,  but  by  establishing  a  price  commen- 
surate with  the  work  and  responsibilities,  a  different  class  would 
come  into  the  market.  Let  a  person  spend  hundreds  and  thous- 
ands of  money,  and  years  of  time,  to  fit  for  a  teacher  and  we  of- 
fer him  little  if  any  more  wages  than  we  pay  a  verdant  "Son  of 
Erin,"  rank  with  the  scent  of  old  Ireland,  a  groveling  graduate 
from  the  peat-bogs  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  A  man  or  woman  of 
natural  capacity,  and  sufficiently  educated  to  teach  school,  of  ripe 
experience  and  mature  years,  can  command  double  the  pay  in  any- 
other  business  ;  hence,  though  he  or  she  has  an  aptitude  and  taste 
for  the  profession,  they  abandon  it  for  lack  af  compensation.  Why, 
a  mechanic  who  spends  a  year  or  two  at  a  trade,  and  under  pay 
all  that  time,  commands  double  the  wages  he  did  twenty  years 
ago.  Are  we  ready  to  permit  the  wages  of  the  school  teacher  to 
rate  so  low  that  only  puerile  boys  and  unmature  girls  will  stoop 
to  the  work  ? 

In  conclusion,  we  would  ask  the  town,  if  they  feel  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  school  system,  if  it  would  not  be  well  to  apply 
some  remedy,  to  at  least  try  the  experiment  of  securing  teachers 
through  some  other  source  than  prudential  committees  ?  There 
are  men  in  almost  every  town,  competent  to  hire  school  teachers, 
though  they  may  be  "  Rarae  aves  in  terris,"  it>is  not  every  man  in 
a  school  district  who  is  qualified  any  more  than  every  man  is  com- 
petent to  make  a  wagon  or  turn  a  horse-shoe.  Yet  the  old  way 
casts  the  burden  upon  them  all,  and  they  carry  the  load  as  we  all 
bear  burdens  that  do  not  fit  us,  and  for  which  we  receive  no  re- 
ward. 

We  want  a  system  adapted  and  up  to  the  times,  we  want  a  man- 
ifest interest  in  the  success  as  well  as  failure  of  the  schools  on  the 
part  of  parents  ;  we  want  good  teachers,  (which  must  be  paid  for 
like  other  good  and  rare  articles ;)  we  want  a  Superintending  Com- 
mittee competent  to  hire  and  qualified  to  examine  teachers,  cour- 
ageous and  independent  enough  to  reject  every  uneducated  can- 
didate, and  to  stop  every  school  that  is  not  a  success  before  it  be- 
comes a  disscrace.  And  in  addition  to  all,  let  the  Committee  be 
free  from  every  sectarian  bias  and  superstitious  prejudice. 

SEYMOUE  EOCKWELL, 

Chairman  Supt.  School  Com. 


